
US Longest-Jailed Innocent Man Sues
Cleveland City, Police

WASHINGTON, May 20 (Sputnik) - US citizen Ricky Jackson who
wrongfully spent nearly 40 years in prison has filed a lawsuit against
the city of Cleveland and its police department for allegedly fabricating
evidence that he committed murder, according to a press release from
the Chicago law firm Loevy & Loevy. “After spending more time
wrongfully imprisoned than any other person in US history, today Ricky
Jackson filed suit against the City of Cleveland and the police who
allegedly framed him,” Loevy & Loevy said on Tuesday. Jackson began
serving his prison term at the age of 18 in 1975 for allegedly
murdering Harold Franks, a money order salesman, after he allegedly
robbed a Cleveland corner store, according to Loevy & Loevy. The
identification of Jackson came from 12-year-old Edward Vernon, who
admitted 40 years later the police coerced him into giving false
evidence, Loevy & Loevy added. The lawsuit against Cleveland alleges
detectives withheld exculpatory evidence from prosecutors and
Jackson defense attorneys, including notes and memos of witness
interviews. The lawsuit also claims police assaulted Jackson in an
attempt to get him to confess to the crimes, according to the law firm.
“There was never any physical or other evidence implicating Jackson
and the Bridgeman brothers, but they were nonetheless all wrongfully
convicted of the robbery and murder of Harold Franks,” Loevy & Loevy
concluded. In November 2014, Ohio’s Court of Common Pleas
dismissed all charges against Jackson after Vernon came forward with
the truth. “Jackson was sentenced to die by electric chair and it was
not until 1978 that his death was commuted to life in prison,” the law
firm said. Loevy & Loevy is a Chicago law firm focused on defending
whistleblowers and people whose civil rights have been violated,
according to their website.
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