
Cleveland Police's Use of Excessive Force
Reveals ‘Systemic Problems’ - Advocacy
Group

WASHINGTON, May 26 (Sputnik) - The use of excessive force and
systematic violations of civil rights by the Cleveland Police Department
indicates the problem of policing in the United States is widespread,
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of Ohio Senior Policy Director
Mike Brickner told Sputnik on Tuesday. “This [police violations in
Cleveland] points to more systemic policing problems in our country
and things we need to address across the country,” Brickner said. “The
fact this is happening in so many cities across the country is not a
coincidence.” On Sunday, the city of Cleveland reached a settlement
with the US Department of Justice on what the authorities described as
a pattern of excessive use of force and unconstitutional policing. The
settlement comes only days after a judge declared a Cleveland police
officer Michael Brelo not guilty of manslaughter in the fatal shooting of
two unarmed African Americans during a police car chase. Cleveland
police arrested more than 71 people following protests over the
acquittal of officer Brelo who fired 49 shots at vehicle’s occupants.
Brickner said that the relationship between African Americans in
Cleveland and the city’s police department is not good because the
relationship is based on fear. “People of color are afraid for their lives
[when they see police],” Brickner said. “It [fear] will really hurt our
community.” Brickner argued the solution to the problem of policing
lies in holding the police accountable for their actions. He also said
offering police officers proper training, so that they resort to defusing
tense situations rather than escalating them, is also a part of the
solution. The American Civil Liberties Union is a national organization
that works on protecting human rights thorough litigation and
education, according to the organization’s website.
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