
US Needs New Federal Food Safety Agency
to Combat Illness Crisis - Senators

WASHINGTON, June 24 (Sputnik) - Four US Senators have called for a
government probe into setting up a new single Food Safety Agency to
end the growing food health and hygiene crisis in the United States.
“Each year 48 million people get sick, 128,000 are hospitalized, and
3,000 die from eating unsafe food,” US Senators Dick Durbin, Dianne
Feinstein, Richard Blumenthal and Kirsten Gillibrand wrote in a letter to
Government Accountability Office (GAO) Comptroller General Gene
Dodaro on Tuesday. The Senators called for a GAO study to examine
the practicality of setting up a single integrated federal food agency to
increase efficiencies, reduce costs and improve safety. “The
fragmented federal food safety system has raised concerns for
decades,” the Senators wrote. “The GAO has long reported that the
system is in need of transformation and has resulted in inconsistent
oversight, ineffective coordination, and inefficient use of resources.” In
January 2015, the four Senators joined with Congresswoman Rosa
DeLauro to introduce the Safe Food Act of 2015, which would create a
single, independent food safety agency. “Currently, at least 30 laws
are collectively administered by 15 federal agencies,” the Senators
wrote. The Safe Food Act would have the authority to enforce the recall
of unsafe food, demand risk assessments and strengthen standards to
prevent the contamination of food, Durbin said in a press release. The
legislation would also strengthen inspections of foreign food imports
and enforce more effective tracing of food to identify outbreaks of
illness, contamination and poisoning, the release said. Federal
agencies whose main responsibility is safety are the US Department of
Agriculture’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) and the
Department of Health and Human Services’ Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), the letter noted. FSIS is responsible for the safety
of meat, poultry and processed egg products, and FDA is responsible
for virtually all other food, the letter said.
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