
Airline Association Rejects Assertion US
Airlines Collude to Maintain Higher Fares

WASHINGTON, July 2 (Sputnik) - US airlines did not collude to restrict
the number of available seats and maintain higher fares for customers,
Airlines for America Communications Senior Vice President Jean Medina
told Sputnik on Thursday. “We are confident that the Justice
Department will find what we know to be true: our members compete
vigorously every day, and the traveling public has been the
beneficiary, as domestic fares are actually down thus far in 2015,”
Medina said. On Wednesday, the US Department of Justice announced
it was investigating a possible collusion by major American airlines to
maintain higher airfares for customers. Collusion is an agreement
between parties to limit competition through deceiving, misleading or
defrauding of others’ legal rights in order to gain unfair market
dominance. Justice Department spokesman Peter Carr told Sputnik on
Thursday they are “investigating possible unlawful coordination by
some airlines.” The investigation is focusing on whether airlines
illegally signaled one another to the additions of new flights, routes or
extra seats, according to media reports. Medina explained customers
decide airfare pricing based on the choice they make of a particular
airline and the willingness to pay. She noted airlines are increasing the
number of available seats by 4.6 percent or 126,000 seats per day
during the summer because of growing demand. With so many options
available for air travel and with low-cost airlines growing the fastest,
Medina said, more people are able to purchase airfare. Estimated 222
million people will fly this summer, including a record number of
international travelers, she added. Airlines for America is the oldest
and largest US airline trade association. The organization advocates on
behalf of its members to shape US public policy and measures to
promote a safe, secure and an economically healthy airline industry,
according to its website.
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