
US Heroin Overdose Drug Doubles in Price
Due to Manufacturing Costs - Producer

WASHINGTON, July 8 (Sputnik) - The sharp increase in price for heroin
overdose drug naloxone that doubled in the US state of Maryland in
2014 caused by increased manufacturing costs, Amphastar
Pharmaceuticals President Jason Shandell told Sputnik. “Like other
companies in the industry, manufacturing costs for our entire portfolio
of products, including naloxone, have been steadily increasing due to
the continued rise in costs for raw materials, energy, and labor over
the recent several years,” Shandell said on Tuesday when asked about
the surge in naloxone price. Earlier on Tuesday, US Congressman Elijah
Cummings sent a letter to Maryland Governor Larry Hogan, Maryland
Lieutenant Governor Boyd Rutherford, and Maryland Attorney Brian
Frosh to draw attention to Amphastar Pharmaceuticals allegedly
overcharging Maryland citizens for naloxone. The heroin overdose drug
increased 111 percent in Maryland from June 2014 to January 2015,
going up from $19 per dose to $41 per dose. Amphastar
Pharmaceuticals president said that their naloxone price is the lowest
among heroin overdose drug in the US market. “The fact that we have
the lowest naloxone price is all the more remarkable because it is sold
in a pre-filled syringe associated with a higher manufacturing cost,”
Shandell added. The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Director Tom Frieden recommended in Tuesday’s statement to
increase use of naloxone to reverse overdoses. Heroin use in the
United States nearly doubled between 2007 and 2013, according to the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.
Amphastar Pharmaceuticals is a California-based pharmaceuticals
company focused on the development, manufacturing, and marketing
of injectable and inhalation products.
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