
Congress Must Investigate Claims Planned
Parenthood Sold Fetal Organs - US House
Speaker

WASHINGTON, July 15 (Sputnik) - Relevant congressional committees
and President Barack Obama must investigate the abortion provider
Planned Parenthood for allegedly selling organs and tissues of aborted
fetuses, US House Speaker John Boehner said in a statement on
Wednesday. “As a start, I have asked our relevant committees to look
into this matter,” Boehner said. “I am also calling on President [Barack]
Obama and Health and Human Services Secretary Sylvia Burwell to
denounce, and stop, these gruesome practices.” On Tuesday, the
medical watchdog Center for Medical Progress released a video
documenting a top Planned Parenthood official talking about providing
body parts from aborted fetuses. Planned Parenthood contends the
money discussed on the tape was the cost to transport donated tissue.
According to US law, the sale or purchase of human fetal tissue is a
felony and is punishable by up to ten years in prison. Boehner said
when an organization monetizes an unborn child, especially with
cavalier attitude portrayed in a horrific video - “we must all act.” The
House Speaker noted that nothing is more precious than the life of an
unborn child, and added that it hurts when someone tries to diminish
that life. On Wednesday afternoon, US House Majority Leader Kevin
McCarthy said in a statement he would be investigating the claims
made by the Planned Parenthood official in the video. “We should all
agree that no life is expendable, and our society has no place for such
callous indifference to life,” McCarthy said. President Obama has
previously repeatedly communicated his stance in support of late-term
abortions as long as they include exemptions for the mental and
physical health of the mother. Planned Parenthood has more than 700
health centers across the United States and facilitates approximately
81,000 abortions annually, according to its website. In 2013, Planned
Parenthood received 45 percent of its funding from the US government
through grants totaling $540 million, according to the organization’s
2012-2013 annual report.
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