
Unemployment for African American
Teenagers Reaches 51 Percent - Bernie
Sanders

WASHINGTON, August 1 (Sputnik) - The rate of unemployment for
African American teenagers in the United States is 51 percent and it is
significantly higher than that of white and Hispanic teenagers, US
Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders said at the National
Urban League Conference in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. “If you are an
African American kid, 17-20 high school graduate, you have a 51
percent unemployment rate,” Sanders said on Friday. “If you are a
white kid between 17 and 20, who graduates high school, you have a
33 percent unemployment rate. If you are a Hispanic kid, you have a
36 percent unemployment rate.” Sanders focused his speech on
addressing the wealth inequality gap in the United States, the need for
criminal justice reform as well as Wall Street corruption. He based
many of hisunemployment figures on a study from the Economic Policy
Institute he requested last month, which he said he recently received.
One in four African American men can expect to be imprisoned, Sander
noted, and African Americans are imprisoned six times more than
white men. Moreover, 13 percent of African American men have lost
their right to vote in elections because of felony convictions, he added.
“That is unacceptable. That is turning our backs on an entire
generation,” Sanders said. Based on a Quinnipiac University national
poll released on Thursday, former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
leads the race among Democratic candidates with 55 percent of voter
support nationwide while Sanders and US Vice President Joe Biden are
trailing with 17 percent and 13 percent of voter support respectively.
Sanders is one of eight US Democratic presidential nomination
candidates, which include Clinton, former Maryland Governor Martin
O’Malley and former Savannah State University head football coach
Robby Wells.
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