
Police Must Exercise Restraint During Rally
Over Michael Brown’s Death – US Advocacy
Group

WASHINGTON, August 7 (Sputnik) - Police in St. Louis, Missouri need to
exercise restraint and avoid escalating the situation during protests
scheduled to be held over the weekend to commemorate the death of
African-American Michael Brown at the hands of a white police officer,
US advocacy group Don’t Shoot Coalition Co-Chair Denise Lieberman
told Sputnik. "Police need to exercise restraint, allow people to take to
streets to demonstrate about these political issues of concern, and
practice de-escalation techniques to ensure situations do not get out of
hand," Lieberman said. While three police departments in the area
have implemented policies on the use of tear gas, Lieberman said
human rights groups "will be watching to make sure they adhere to
them." "Unfortunately what we have seen is police themselves
escalate the situation," she added. "This is completely unnecessary
and dangerous." To commemorate Brown’s death on August 9, 2014,
the Don’t Shoot Coalition, alongside churches and activist groups, will
hold events across the St. Louis region between August 7 and 10.
Brown’s death at the hands of Ferguson police officer Darren Wilson
sparked mass protests around the country and ignited a national
debate around racial inequality and the use of police force in African-
American communities. More outrage erupted over Brown’s death in
November 2015, when a grand jury failed to indict Wilson, and later in
March 2015, when the US Department of Justice cleared Wilson of any
civil rights violations connected to the incident. Wilson resigned from
the Ferguson Police Department in November. A Justice Department
report into the Ferguson Police Department found systemic civil rights
abuses against African-Americans in the community. In March 2015,
the St. Louis County Police, the St. Louis Metropolitan Police
Department, and the Missouri State Highway Patrol reached a
settlement with the Don’t Shoot Coalition over a lawsuit the group filed
last fall over police use of tear gas and chemical agents against
protestors following the death of Brown. The St. Louis police
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departments have since developed policies limiting the use of tear gas
and chemical agents.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

При перепечатке и цитировании ссылка на РИА Новости обязательна.
Условия использования материалов РИА Новости — http://ria.ru/docs/about/copyright.html
© ФГУП РАМИ «РИА Новости»

http://www.tcpdf.org

