
US Nuclear Waste Plant Managers Refused
Protective Measures for Workers - Advocacy
Group

WASHINGTON, September 4 (Sputnik) - Managers at the Hanford
Nuclear Reservation in the US state of Washington did not offer
adequate protection to workers who were allegedly exposed to nuclear
toxic materials, advocacy group The Hanford Challenge Executive
Director Tom Carpenter told Sputnik. "Hanford managers have failed to
adequately implement protective measures for workers, despite the
publication of at least 19 expert reports published since 1992,"
Carpenter said on Thursday. On Tuesday, the Hanford Challenge and
the United Association of Plumbers and Steamfitters Local 598 union
sued the US government. The two groups alleged that the US
Department of Energy and its contractor, the Washington River
Protection Solutions (WRPS), failed in their responsibility to keep their
workers at Hanford safe. The Energy Department told Sputnik on
Thursday that the Hanford complex, one of the most venerable and
famous nuclear facilities in the United States, would supply improved
personal protection equipment to their workers. Carpenter said
hundreds of workers at the nuclear complex had suffered exposure in
the past 20 years. "Medical conditions that have resulted include brain
diseases such as toxic encephalopathy, neuropathy, reactive airways
disease syndrome and loss of lung capacity," Carpenter told Sputnik.
He said the lawsuit sought to extract a commitment from the US
government to institute protective practices and prevent future
exposures. "In the last year, over 50 workers have been sent for
medical evaluation because of these exposures, some of whom have
lingering medical conditions," Carpenter added. Also on Tuesday,
Washington state sued the US federal government over the nuclear
waste cleanup at Hanford, claiming workers there were endangered by
vapor releases from underground waste storage-tanks. In a 16-month
period, there were 50 nuclear gas leak incidents reported at the
complex. Calls for an investigation at Hanford go back to December 17,
2014 when a US Government Accountability Report (GAO) warned that
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68 million gallons of nuclear waste were corroding their containers
faster than anticipated at the Hanford nuclear waste treatment plant.
On April 28, US Senator Ron Wyden called on the Energy Department’s
Inspector General to investigate alleged irresponsible contracting
practices at the Hanford facility. The Hanford complex was constructed
during World War II and played a key role in constructing the first US
nuclear weapons, including the two bombs dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.
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