
US Progress in War Against Islamic State
‘Inadequate’ - Former Commander

WASHINGTON, September 22 (Sputnik) - Progress in the fight against
the Islamic State has not been sufficient enough to deal any
meaningful blows to the terrorist group’s continued proliferation,
former US Army Commander David Petraeus said on Tuesday. "It has
been more than a year since the United States commenced military
action against the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria," Petraeus stated.
"And while there have been significant accomplishments, the progress
achieved thus far has been inadequate." On Tuesday, Petraeus spoke
to the US Senate Armed Services Committee about what must be done
to defeat the Islamic State and stop continued political unrest in the
Middle East. "An impressive coalition has been established, key ISIS
[Islamic State] leaders have been killed or captured, and support for
local forces in Iraq and Syria has helped role back ISIS in certain
areas," Petraeus said. A US-led 62-nation coalition has conducted more
than 6,500 airstrikes on Islamic State targets since August 2014. The
former US Army Commander noted that some elements of the right
strategy are in place, but several are under resourced while others are
missing. "We are not where we should be at this point," Petraeus
added. He also said international peace and security do not mandate
US involvement in every crisis or conflict across the world, but the gap
widens when the United States is absent. "[I]f America is ineffective or
absent in the face of the most egregious violations of the most basic
principles of the international order that we have championed, our
commitment to that order is inevitably questioned and further
challenges to it are invited," Petraeus pointed out. On Tuesday,
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Gennady Gatilov said the United
States must firmly assess the nature of cooperation between Russia
and Syria, if it truly hopes to defeat the Islamic State. Petraeus served
as the commander of the US Central Command (CENTCOM) from
October 31, 2008 to June 30, 2010.
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