
US Should Follow Pope Francis’ Call to End
Death Penalty - Advocacy Groups

WASHINGTON, September 24 (Sputnik) - US authorities should heed
Pope Francis’ call to end capital punishment in the United States,
advocacy group Conservatives Concerned About the Death Penalty
National Coordinator Marc Hyden said in a statement on Thursday. "In
light of these concerns and recent wrongful convictions and botched
executions, more states should heed the Pope’s call to end the death
penalty," Hyden stated. On Thursday, Pope Francis spoke before the
US Congress and called on federal and state governments to put an
end to the policy of imposing the death penalty policy on convicts.
Hyden noted that Pope Francis has understood that the death penalty
has failed as a response to violent crime. "The death penalty does not
make society safer and it can inflict additional harm on murder victims’
families by prolonging the legal process," he explained. Also on
Thursday, advocacy group Equal Justice USA Executive Director Shari
Silberstein said in a statement that Pope Francis’ call to end the death
penalty represents the views of many Americans, Catholics or
otherwise, who view capital punishment as wrong and harmful to the
nation. "Across the country, people are deeply troubled by the death
penalty’s failings, including the risk of executing an innocent person
and the uneven way that it’s carried out," Silberstein stated. She
pointed out the outspoken support from the US Conference of Catholic
Bishops and state Catholic Conferences has helped seven US states to
repeal the death penalty and four more to suspend executions in less
than a decade. Advocacy group National Coalition to Abolish the Death
Penalty Executive Director Diann Rust-Tierney said in a statement on
Thursday that Pope Francis’ call was "historic" and a "critical
endorsement" of the fight to abolish capital punishment in the United
States. "Pope Francis speaks on behalf of more than 90 million
Americans who know that the reasons to end capital punishment aren’t
just about ending a broken, biased system that doesn’t ultimately
make us safer as a country," Rust-Tierney stated. During his six-day
trip to the United States, the pontiff will also travel to New York City
and Philadelphia.
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