
Whistleblowers Rescued $3Bln in
Fraudulent Claims for US Government -
Advocacy Group

WASHINGTON, September 25 (Sputnik) - The US government retrieved
$3 billion in fraudulent claims in Fiscal Year 2015 after whistleblowers
exposed the frauds, Taxpayers Against Fraud Co-Director Cleveland
Lawrence III stated on Friday. "False Claims Act cases have recovered
$5.69 billion for the federal government just last fiscal year alone with
nearly $3 billion of that total resulting from lawsuits filed by
whistleblowers," Lawrence said. On Friday, Lawrence testified to the US
House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Commerce,
Manufacturing and Trade concerning whistleblower protections in the
US auto industry as well as vehicle recall practices. "Having examined
whistleblower claims from both sides over the past 15 years, I can say
without reservation that the Federal False Claims Act is the model
statute for any effective whistleblower law or program," Lawrence
noted. "Since that law was overhauled in 1986, the False Claims Act
has returned more than $40 billion to the US Treasury." Lawrence said
the return of such large sums could not have been possible without the
help of industry whistleblowers. On Tuesday, Volkswagen admitted it
sold 11 million diesel engine cars worldwide that emitted up to 20
times more greenhouse gas than displayed in official emission tests.
On September 18, General Motors (GM) admitted 15 deaths were
caused by a defective switch in their vehicles. GM agreed to a deferred
prosecution agreement with the US Department of Justice after it failed
to report the defect to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA). General Motors will now have an independent
US government monitor tasked with assessing its policies and
procedures with regard to its safety-related public releases.
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