
Bipartisan Senators Seek to Humanize,
Reform US Criminal Sentencing System

WASHINGTON, October 2 (Sputnik) - A bipartisan group of nine
Senators introduced legislation to reform the US criminal law system to
target violent criminals and cut mandatory jail sentences for many non-
violent crimes, a press release from Senator Chuck Grassley
announced. "[The] comprehensive legislation [is] aimed at
recalibrating prison sentences for certain drug offenders, targeting
violent criminals, and granting judges greater discretion at sentencing
for lower-level drug crimes," the release stated on Thursday. The
package, the release added, also seeks to curb recidivism by helping
prisoners successfully re-enter society. The Sentencing Reform and
Corrections Act of 2015 is sponsored by Republican Senators Grassley,
John Cornyn, Mike Lee and Lindsey Graham and Democrats Charles
Schumer, Patrick Leahy, Dick Durbin, Sheldon Whitehouse and Cory
Booker. "This historic reform bill addresses legitimate over-
incarceration concerns while targeting violent criminals and
masterminds in the drug trade… [and] to reduce recidivism while
protecting our communities from violent career criminals," Grassley
explained. Cornyn said the measure was modeled after successful
Texas reforms that have rehabilitated prisoners, reduced crime rates
and saved taxpayer dollars. "The United States incarcerates more of its
citizens than any other country on earth. Mandatory minimum
sentences were once seen as a strong deterrent. In reality, they have
too often been unfair, fiscally irresponsible and a threat to public
safety," Durbin noted. The White House said the bill would reduce
overcrowded prison populations and give prisoners the help they need
to avoid committing future crimes. "It also reflects a growing bipartisan
recognition that we cannot incarcerate our way to safer communities,"
Durbin added. The legislation proposes reducing mandatory minimum
sentences, the release noted. "By applying many of these reforms
retroactively, Congress is, for the first time, acknowledging that when
we pass unfair laws, we have a moral responsibility to fix our
mistakes," Leahy said. Durbin said the new legislation was a response
to increasingly tight US federal and state budgets and overcrowded
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