
CIA Torture Victims Still Suffering Physic,
Mental Injuries - US Rights Group

WASHINGTON, October 13 (Sputnik) - Victims of torture committed by
the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) remain physically and
mentally injured from their experiences, the American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) said in a release on Tuesday. Earlier on Tuesday, two
former CIA prisoners, Suleiman Salim and Mohamed Ben Soud, sued
psychologists James Mitchell and Bruce Jessen over their alleged role in
designing the CIA's "enhanced interrogation" program. "The two
victims who survived still suffer physically and psychologically from the
effects of their torture," the ACLU release said. The release listed
various forms of abuse that were practiced on the two prisoners.
"Torture methods devised by Mitchell and Jessen and inflicted on the
three men include slamming them into walls, stuffing them inside
coffin-like boxes, exposing them to extreme temperatures and ear-
splitting levels of music [and] starving them," the ACLU said. Salim and
Ben Soud were also subjected to various kinds of water torture,
deprived of sleep for days, and chained in stress positions designed for
pain and to keep them awake for days at a time, the release added.
Other plaintiffs include the family of Gul Rahman, an Afghan refugee
previously living in Pakistan selling wood to refugees to support his
family. Rahman allegedly died from CIA torture. In December 2014, the
US Senate Intelligence Committee released a report documenting the
CIA’s torture practices on detainees suspected of terrorism. The report
disclosed that a company established by the two US psychologists was
awarded millions of dollars by the CIA for developing and implementing
the agency’s torture practices, such as waterboarding. In August, the
American Psychological Association (APA) voted to ban psychologists’
participation in US security interrogations.
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