
ANALYSIS: Terrorist Ability to Take Down
Russian Flight A321 Limited to Onboard
Bomb

WASHINGTON, November 2 (Sputnik) - The only way terrorists could
have brought down Russian flight A321 is by planting an explosive
device aboard the plane since they lack advanced anti-aircraft
weaponry that can reach high altitudes, aviation experts told Sputnik
on Monday. "Shoulder-fired antiaircraft missiles would not have been
able to reach an aircraft at 32,000 feet altitude," aviation consultant
and former US Naval Test Pilot School Director Peter Field told Sputnik.
"A bomb aboard might be a more likely alternative - if it is terrorism."
On Saturday, an Airbus A321, operated by the Russian airline
Kogalymavia, crashed in the Sinai Peninsula while flying from the
Egyptian resort city of Sharm El-Sheikh to St. Petersburg. All 224
people on board have been confirmed dead by Russian and Egyptian
authorities. The aerial view of the crash site, Field explained, indicates
that the airplane came down flat, which is unusual unless there were
flight control problems, an onboard explosion or missile strike. The
flight recorders, Field noted, will provide more detail that will allow
investigators to determine if it was a flight control malfunction or a
terrorist attack. Expert Aviation Consulting Vice President Captain
Steve Abdu told Sputnik that locals in Egypt lack the technology to
bring down an aircraft at that high an altitude. "The only other
possibility that locals caused the crash could be if a bomb or IED
[improvised explosive device] had been placed in the baggage prior to
the flight," Abdu suggested. However, Abdu added, as officials explore
the possibility that it was a terrorist attack, it would be prudent to
suspend flights in the region until external interference is ruled out. On
Monday, US National Intelligence Director James Clapper said the
possibility that terrorists shot down the plane should not be ruled out,
although it is unlikely because they lack the anti-aircraft capabilities.
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