
US Sanctions 2 Colombians as Drug
Traffickers - Treasury Department

WASHINGTON, November 10 (Sputnik) - The United States has
sanctioned two high-ranking figures in the Colombian drug trafficking
organization Los Urabenos, the US Department of the Treasury
announced in a press release on Tuesday. "[The Treasury named]
Victor Alfonso Mosquera Perez (aka "Negro Mosquera"), who is involved
in controlling narcotics trafficking operations for Los Urabenos from
Colombia to Europe," the press release stated. The other sanctioned
individual was Alveiro Feo Alvarado also known as "Benavides." The
Treasury Department pointed out that Alvarado has been a financial
chief for the Los Urabenos group involved in forging alliances with the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the rival Los
Rastrojos organization. The two men were sanctioned as Specially
Designated Narcotics Traffickers under the US Foreign Narcotics
Kingpin Designation Act (Kingpin Act), the release explained. "Los
Urabenos is currently the largest BACRIM (banda criminal or criminal
group) operating in Colombia. It is organized as a network of smaller,
loosely affiliated groups engaged in cocaine and arms trafficking,
money laundering, extortion, and drug debt collection," the press
release observed. The Treasury Department also stated that the Los
Urabenos operatives use fast vessels to transport hard drugs between
Colombia’s Caribbean coast and various locations throughout Central
America and Mexico. "Additionally, Los Urabenos has recently
endeavored to extend its drug trafficking and money laundering
operations to Europe," the press release added. Since June 2000, more
than 1,800 individuals and entities have been named under the US
Kingpin Act for their role in international narcotics trafficking. Criminal
penalties for corporate officers may include up to 30 years in prison
and fines of up to $5 million, according to the release.
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